Field Trip Ideas (Onsite and Offsite)
1) Athur R. Marshall Foundation Education Programs -   Eric Gehring is a member of our Morikami Park’s Habitat Restoration Team and gave a very informative presentation for families at our event last May.  He is highly recommended.  Eric offers two choices for instruction right here at Morikami.  He can teach one class at a time (repeating all day) with hands-on learning about plants and habitats located in the restored field next to our playground.  Instruction can be tailored to fit many Sharing the Planet units as requested.

In addition, Eric teaches an interactive indoor presentation about plants in the Everglades entitled "Everglades to You" http://www.artmarshall.org/education/k12programs.php.  and will also accommodate Sharing the Planet topics requested. Eric can be reached at education@artmarshall.com or (561) 805-TREE.
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2) Pine Jog Environmental Education Center – Morikami has established a partnership with Pine Jog.  They are instrumental in the planning and implementation of our Habitat Restoration Project.  Their learning center features 135 acres of natural area and various habitats for exploration in a safe and structured learning environment.  At Pine Jog, students learn by doing, with activities designed to facilitate hands-on learning.  Bug nets, bug boxes, magnifying glasses, dip nets and Project Wild field activities are all part of the experience.  Programs are free of charge and are available both at Pine Jog and onsite at our school.  Call (561) 686-6600 to schedule a field trip.  http://www.pinejog.org/TeachersAndEducators/k12programs.aspx
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3) Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge – Morikami also has a partnership with the Refuge.  They have agreed to come to our campus for presentations listed below.  Of course, a deeper connection will be made if we are able to bring students to the Refuge for a tour.  All field trips (regardless of the location) are free of charge – all we need is transportation.  They also have many kinds of tools that we could borrow for lessons (nets, bug boxes, etc).  You may contact Serena Rinker to arrange field trips at serena_rinker@fws.gov or (561) 735-6029.  Their website is http://www.fws.gov/loxahatchee/  
For field trips that are on-site at Morikami, the following presentations are available although they may be willing to come onsite to discuss plants if you give them topics you would like discussed:

· A Power Point presentation on invasive species (plants and/or animals)

· Scatology - all scat is placed on a large table & no students touch while the instructor gives lessons regarding animal diets, biology, habitats, etc.          
· Water Quality - instructor has a presentation on water quality for students that can be given as a grade level presentation that includes props such as waders, water testing instruments, etc
· Wild Land Firefighting - brings wildfire fighting gear and slides – what happens to forest during a forest fire 
4) Kids Ecology Corps will come onsite to teach children a lesson called “Sturdy for the Birdy.  It is a presentation about the importance of planting native trees and other great information regarding trees.  They also have a short animated film (in two parts) that was made by the US Department of Forestry and is really educational and entertaining http://www.kidsecologycorps.org/Sturdy%20for%20the%20Birdies%20film.html
If you are interested in setting up an on-site field trip, please contact Cindy Papadoyianis at cindy05@bellsouth.net or contact them directly at (954) 524-0366.

5) Pan's Garden offers a program called "Monarchs and Milkweed" for K-8 and also "Florida's Plants and Native Americans" for K-8.  They are located in beautiful Palm Beach http://www.palmbeachpreservation.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=pages.edupansgarden&x=2188638
6) Outdoor Learning – Studies have shown that outdoor learning boosts attention spans, relieves depression and increases test scores!  Take a stroll around the butterfly garden or go over to the fence for a Habitat Restoration observation.  If your are interested, I will be glad to contact PBC Parks and Recreation that manage the federally protected wetland at Lawton Chiles Park just north of our school.  They would be glad to meet us by the fence and discuss the trees and plants that thrive there and what they must do every year to eradicate invasive plants.  In addition, any lesson plans that are given outside count towards our Green School Application – Please take pictures!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRR1feHqZPY 
http://richardlouv.com/
7) FPL - Captain Conservation - 
Captain Conservation Saves the Day is a FREE school assembly program that teaches children to be heroes by conserving energy through fun, original and interactive songs. Captain Conservation is the world's only singing, guitar-playing, nature-conscious, costumed superhero.  Register in the summer for the upcoming school year http://www.captainconservation.com/schedule.html
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8) FPL – Professor Whys - Professor Whys Powerful Adventure is a FREE school assembly program that brings science to life through fun and interactive demonstrations. The entertaining and educational program helps to prepare students for the science FCAT and offers an exciting way for students to get enthusiastic about science.   Register at http://www.fpl.com/community/learning/scienceshow.shtml
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9) Solid Waste Authority – We may request a school-wide assembly presentation or choose from many classroom presentations described at http://www.swa.org/site/recycling/school_recycling_education/school_recycling_and_education.htm
Lessons can be scheduled at any time during the school year that is convenient for the class. To learn more about SWA’s education program or to schedule a presentation/tour, please call Brian Elkins at (561) 640-4000, ext 4413 or email him at education@swa.org.
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