Summary of Green School Activities
During this school year, Morikami Park Elementary School reached the highest level of green school accomplishments since the inception of our program three years ago.  The year began with approval from our School Advisory Committee and Administration to include the following green school initiatives within our School Improvement Plan (SIP) listed under “Additional Goals”:  recycling; environmental clubs; the environmental curriculum in the Math and Science Lab; involving students in every classroom with the role of “Environmentalist” to monitor energy, water and recycling; outdoor education; ongoing pursuit our Habitat Restoration Project; monitoring energy consumption reports and adoption of an Energy Plan.

Administration appointed an Earth Committee of teachers for the 2nd year in a row to make environmental recommendations.  We also have a Green Task Force that is dedicated to pursuing PBC Green School initiatives as well as volunteer parents who assist with green tasks, such as washing reusable cloths.

Our curriculum inherently includes environmental inquiry based learning within the International Baccalaureate Organization Primary Years Programme.  Each grade covers many different Units of Inquiry, some environmentally based and some with ecological connections.  Subjects include but are not limited to the study of oceans, extinction, plants, resource conservation, water as a limited resource, sources of energy, the science of life, weather, among others.  These themes are often explored further as the subject material for non-science disciplines in meeting learning standards. 

Sustainability is a strong focus.  We were honored to host the Wyland Mobile Learning Center in October, an interactive, travelling water preservation and conservation museum.  The Math and Science Lab prepared students prior to the event with curriculum from the Wyland Foundation.  Students made water conservation pledges and will reflect and renew them in April.  Our 3rd graders studied water conservation as part of their Sharing the Planet Unit of Inquiry and engaged families with water conservation surveys.  The 3rd graders also completed many projects, such as brochures, posters, skits, powerpoints and songs to encourage sustainable behaviors.  5th grade students completed Energy Investigations, researching alternative energy sources and presenting powerpoints.  Our Recycling Club has nailed down recycling procedures to a smooth science.  We recycle paper, plastics, cell phones, shoes, soccer cleats and glue sticks.

Our Aftercare Environmental Club manages four gardens including an organic fruit and vegetable garden, a hydroponic strawberry garden, a native butterfly garden and a Japanese garden.  They also participate in a vast amount of environmental activities such as composting, building solar power cars, painting bird houses and cleaning up trash on school grounds.

We host a well organized, interactive Earth Day event that includes environmental art, science, gardening and Project Wild activities and includes many members of the community.

In May of 2010, we planted almost 800 trees and plants in our Habitat Restoration Project.  The restoration site, called “Morikami Preserve”, is a two acre field adjacent to our school.  Our Habitat Restoration Team is a dream team of community partners and includes professionals from Pine Jog Env Educ Ctr, Native Plant Society, SFWMD, Arthur Marshall Foundation, PBC School District, the US Div. of Forestry and PBC Parks and Rec.  They formulated maps and selected plant species, staged the planting event and assisted students, parents, teachers, administration and the Mayor of Delray as we worked together to restore the wetland portion of the field.  Pending funding, we hope to complete the project and create an outdoor learning area.  In honor of the project, our Brushstrokes Club in Aftercare painted a Wetlands Mural, on display now at the Arthur Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge.

